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BATTLE OP GERMANTOWN PROM A BRITISH 
ACCOUNT. 

CONTRIBUTED BY WILLIAM J. POTTS, CAMDEN, N. J. 

[The following account of the battle of Germantown is extracted from 
the letter of a British officer serving with the Hessians in America, dated 
at Philadelphia, 10 October, 1777, and published in the London Chron- 
icle, January 3-6, 1778. — Ed.] 

"Washington had disposed his army (which consisted of 
about 16,000 men), in four columns; two of which were to 
attack on our flanks ; and as soon as they had engaged our 
attention, the other two were to join in the centre, and 
force their way through German-town into our camp. By 
some mistake their centre columns began the attack upon a 
battalion of light infantry, who, with the 40th regiment, 
were advanced about half a mile in front of the encamp- 
ment of the army. The light infantry defended themselves 
for some time with great spirit ; but the fog was so thick 
that they could not distinguish what was opposed to them ; 
the 40th regiment came to their support, and they together, 
by well-timed and heavy discharges, contrived to advance a 
great way upon the enemy, who retired, not being aware of 
the small party that attacked them. However, no reinforce- 
ment appearing, and the light infantry ammunition being 
almost expended, Col. Musgrave, who commanded the 40th 
reg. and had been sparing of his ammunition, told the light 
infantry that he would cover their retreat, which he did in 
a most masterly manner, till he arrived at his old encamp- 
ment. The light infantry were by this time secure, but the 
rebels were in the encampment of the 40th regiment, and 
Colonel Musgrave found himself entirely surrounded, and 
all means of retreating cut off; without being embarrassed, 
he immediately ordered his regiment to get into a large 



The Battle of Germantovm. 113 

stone house (which had been his quarters) with the greatest 
expedition possible, but the rebels pressed so close upon 
their heels, that they must inevitably have entered the house 
at the same time, if he had not faced the regiment about 
and given them a fire which checked them enough for him 
to have time to get his regiment into the house and shut the 
door. 

Musgrave immediately ordered all the window-shutters 
of the ground floor to be shut, as the enemy's fire would 
otherwise have been too heavy upon them there : he placed, 
however, a certain number of men at each window, and at 
the hall doors, with orders to bayonet every one who should 
attempt to come in; he disposed of the rest in the two upper 
stories, and instructed them how to cover themselves, and 
direct their fire out of the windows. He then told them 
" That their only safety was in the defence of that house ; 
that if they let the enemy get into it, they would undoubtedly 
every man be put to death ; that it would be an absurdity 
for any one to think of giving himself up, with hopes of 
quarters ; that their situation was nevertheless by no means 
a bad one, as there had been instances of only a few men 
defending an house against numbers ; that he had no doubt 
of their being supported and delivered by our army; but 
that at all events they must sell themselves as dear as pos- 
sible to the enemy." By this time the rebels had brought 
four pieces of cannon (three-pounders) against the house, 
and with the first shot they burst open both the hall-doors, 
and wounded some men with the pieces of stone that flew 
from the wall. Capt. Hains, a brave intelligent officer, who 
commanded on the ground floor, reported to Col. Musgrave 
what had happened, and that he had thrown chairs, tables, 
and any little impediments he could before the door, and 
that he would endeavor to keep the enemy out as long as he 
had a single man left : he was very soon put to the test, for 
the rebels directed their cannon (sometimes loaded with 
round, sometimes with grape shot) entirely against the 
upper stories, and sent some of the most daring fellows 
from the best troops they had, to force their way into the 
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house under cover of their artillery; to do them justice, they 
attacked with great intrepidity, but were received with no 
less firmness; the fire from the upper windows was well 
directed and continued; the rebels nevertheless advanced, 
and several of them were killed with bayonets getting in at 
the windows and upon the steps, attempting to force their 
way in at the door. During this time our troops had gotten 
under arms; and the rebels leaving a few men to amuse 
our army in front, formed along German-town with their 
principal force, which as soon as general Howe formed, he 
ordered the regiments from the centre to charge them with 
bayonets through the town: these orders were executed 
with expedition, spirit, and good order; the rebels were 
driven back, and colonel Musgrave relieved, after having 
defended himself two hours in the house, and having killed 
about 100 of the enemy on the spot. Upon our troops ap- 
pearing, the 40th reg. sallied out, and joined in the pursuit. 



